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Dear Prospective Doctoral Students, 
 
Ocean Seminary College does admit a small number of students interested in a Doctorate of Ministry (for 
those who have at least a master’s degree) or a Diplomate degree (for those who have master’s-level 
experience, but no degree) who meet or exceed the masters-level standards of Ocean Seminary College. 
Additionally, students who have achieved their Master’s degree or comparable professional degree at 
Ocean Seminary College may elect to continue their work toward their doctorate/diplomate. For students 
applying from outside Ocean Seminary College, the following requirements must be met: 
 
A completed doctoral application, which includes the following components: 

a. Submission of a Master’s thesis (or reference to a peer-reviewed published journal article 
or religious-based text associated with your degree of interest) if applicable. 

b. Submission of a list  of religious-based graduate level courses taken, including: where the 
course was taken, description of the course, texts/journals utilized, and final grade. 

c. For Neopagan Students (Goddess & Wicca): you are expected to be ordained into at 
least one tradition as a high priest/priestess or elder to qualify for the doctoral studies 
program. You are to provide written information on your training, its length, books read 
and work required for this training. See your application for specific areas that you are 
expected to provide examples of competency.  

 
Students applying who do not meet all areas of competency, but who demonstrate over-all skills 
necessary for successful doctoral student may be admitted on a conditional basis providing they 
successfully complete core requirements for their doctoral area prior to beginning formal doctoral work.  
 
Competencies for each program are as follows: 
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A. World Shamanism:  Coursework that demonstrates academic understanding of the shaman in the 
context of world religions, psychology, cultural studies, and anthropology; as well as a 
comprehensive understanding of indigenous worldviews and Western-contemporary traditions. 
Students should have academic background in the functions of a shaman, the calling of a shaman, 
and the elements of shamanic ecstasy.  The taking of workshops in shamanism does not qualify 
as meeting these standards. 
 

B. Neopagan Studies: Coursework or professional experience that addresses the issues of: in-depth 
exploration of historical roots of chosen field of study; historical understanding of the 
“witchcraze”; ritual structure and function; formal education in advanced ethics and professional 
practice; formal training and experience in group-work. 
 

C. Traditional Religious Studies: Coursework in associated historical and theological elements of 
foundational texts with their major; grounding in the historical elements of their texts; grounding 
in ritual and function in their area of interest.  
 

D. Earth Studies: Doctoral study in this program is only open to students who have completed the 
Master’s-level at Ocean Seminary College. 
 

 
For questions, please email the admissions department at admissions@OceanSeminaryCollege.org  


