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Mastering Draíocht - Druidic Studies – Year One 

 

Mastering Draíocht - Druidic Studies is a four year program in the Shamanic Studies Department. After 

successful completion of each year, students are awarded 9 credit hours. There is a tuition fee of $30 

per semester.  Sliding scale will be offered for those students living at or near poverty level or who are 

participants in federally subsidized programs.  

 

Unlike other Druidic programs it does not separate paths into those of Bard, Ovate and Druid.  You will 

be educating yourselves in the ancient lore while at the same time applying what you learn to your own 

life today.  As we progress throughout the course you may find that your interests and abilities follow 

one of those traditional paths and certainly you may add what you feel is necessary to your studies. 

This will not be an attempt to reconstruct something from the past, but rather to learn what we can 

from the past as it applies to us today. At the completion of three years of this program, you will 

(hopefully) be living the life of a modern Druid with an understanding of our sacred connection to all 

that is. Should you wish ordination and recognition as Druid (clergy) a fourth year, focused on service to 

others, is required.  

 

Because the Druids were the keepers of the history and spiritual practices of the Celtic Tribes, this 

course has a heavy emphasis on scholarship with a great deal of required reading. There are about 10-15 

books that you will be required read each year (some purchased – others from library).  They include 

those we will study together as well as others read independently. The course will be activity filled as 

well with some fun tools to work with! There are also some courses already being offered at OSC that 

will be incorporated into this program. 

 

The course has been created using the Sacred Triads of Celtic Tradition of which there are many!  And 

will focus on the deities of the Tuatha de Danann and is primarily based on the Lore of Ireland and 

Scotland and the deities of the Tuatha de Danann. The first three years focus on the history and 

practices of the druids as well as personal self-mastery. The fourth year you learn the necessary skills 

necessary for service to others.  

 

 

 

http://www.oceanseminarycollege.org/


Outline of Studies 

 

Year Knowledge Realm Self Cauldron Color 

One Self Sea Mind Warming Blue 

Two World Land Body Vocation Green 

Three Spirit Sky Spirit Knowledge Yellow 

Four Magic & Deity Center Service Center Red 

Completion Draíocht    White 

 

Year One is based on Knowledge of Self, within the Realm of Sea which corresponds to the Mind which is 

associated with the Cauldron of Warming, the first of the three Cauldrons of Poesy of Ancient Celtic 

Tradition. Students wear a blue cord. 

 

Year Two is based on Knowledge of the World, within the Realm of Land which corresponds to the Body 

which is associated with the Cauldron of Vocation, the second of the three Cauldrons of Poesy of 

Ancient Celtic Tradition. Work on Knowledge of Self continues to build as well. Students add a green 

cord. 

 

Year Three is based on Knowledge of Spirit, within the Realm of Sky which corresponds to the Spirit 

which is associated with the Cauldron of Knowledge, the third of the three Cauldrons of Poesy of 

Ancient Celtic Tradition. Work on Knowledge of Self and the World continue to build as well. Students 

add a yellow cord. 

 

Year Four is focused on what lies in the center of the Three Realms and as well as running through all 

three as well as us connecting us to our Sacred Fire, the Holy Well, and the Tree of Creation.  Work on 

Knowledge of Self, the World and of Spirit will continue to build as well. Students add a red cord. 

When the entire course is successfully completed, the student is awarded the privilege of being known 

as Druid, Master of Draíocht and may wear the white cord.  

 

Incorporated into this program are other required courses already being offered at OSC. They are as 

follows: 

 

Year 1 Second Half 

04.01.001 Ecology & the Sacred (3 Credits)  

Text: Supplied by OSC 

 

Year 2 

04.01.004-04.01.005 The Way of the Earth: Middle Earth Course I  (3 Credits) 

Text: Biology Made Simple by Rita King 

 

04.04.001 Introduction to Environmental Philosophy (3 Credits) 



This course provides students with a general foundation in environmental philosophy 

Texts: Environmental Philosophy: From Animal Rights to Radical Ecology by Zimmerman et al. 

[Recommended: What Is Nature by Kate Soper] 

 

Year 3 

04.01.002-04.01.003 The Way of the Earth: Microcosm Course II  (3 Credits) 

Text: The Elegant Universe by Brian Greene 

  

04.01.006-04.01.007 The Way of the Earth: Macrocosm Course I  (3 Credits) 

This course will explore the science and wonder of the Earth situated within the Cosmos, including an 

introduction to astrophysics, geology, and larger shaping processes. 

Text: Reading the Rocks by Marcia Bjornerud 

 

Year 4 

02.01.006 Ethics & Professional Practice (3 Credits) 

This course will look at the ethical and professional issues associated with a Neopagan religious identity 

and practice and is required for both Goddess and Wicca Studies students. 

Text: Ethics & Professional Practice for Neopagan Clergy by Katherine MacDowell 

 

05.02.001 Foundations in Counseling (3 Credits) 

Students will be introduced to the fundamentals of counseling, including establishing the therapeutic 

alliance, the parameters of helping, and fundamental techniques of counseling.  

 

Level One – Blue - Mind 

 

We will be using these texts in our first year of studies: 

 

Used All Year (Required) 

The Apple Branch, a Path to Celtic Ritual by Alexei Kondratiev 

Ogam, Weaving Word Wisdom by Erynn Rowan Laurie 

The Druid Animal Oracle (deck & cards) by Phillip Carr-Gomm 

Celtic Devotional by Caitlin Matthews 

 

Reference Book (Required) 

The Lore of Ireland by Dáithí O hOgáin 

 

Used First Half Only (Required) 

The World of the Celts by Simon James 

 

Used Second Half Only (Required) 

Encyclopedia of Celtic Wisdom by John Matthews 

 



Books to be read independently – Reports Required (Can be checked out at Library) 

 

Elements of the Celtic Tradition by Caitlin Matthews (required to be read during first two months) 

Sacred Cauldron by Tadgh MacCrossan 

The Mist Filled Path by Frank MacEowen 

The Making of a Druid by Christian J. Guyonvarc’h 

Sin Eater’s Last Confession by Ross Heaven 

Spiral of Memory and Belonging by Frank MacEowen 

 

Other texts will be provided by your instructor 

 

If you take this course for the full year it will count as 9 elective credits to your major. If you complete 

the full course of study through the training years, you will receive an ordination degree from Ocean 

Seminary College through the Shamanic Studies Department. 

This course is a fee-based course of a non-refundable cost of $30 paid twice a year, Fall/Winter and 

Spring/Summer, directly to Prof. Deanne Quarrie (see the Ocean Seminary College main web site and 

the Paypal donation button located on the right for Deanne). If you are unable to pay the fee you may 

still take this course and request a reduced fee or tuition-free if you meet the economic hardship 

requirement.  

Questions on this course or to make payment arrangements, please contact Prof. Deanne Quarrie 

personally at:  eurynome_creates@yahoo.com 

 


