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Application for Admissions
All information with * is required; please submit completed application and related materials to Dr. Katherine Batten MacDowell at oceanseminary@verizon.net. If you need to mail your materials or have an alternate submission process, please email Dr. MacDowell for information. If you are applying only as a non-degree student, please complete part I, II, III, and the Entrance Exam only. All other students please complete full application. Please note the Entrance Exam is the Second Page of this application; if you took the GREs, you may report these and not take the exam. When you are finished completing your application, please save it as a word document (if you are using a Macintosh, please use its file conversion program in your file menu); please save the document with your last name as the file name. 
I.  Personal Information










*Name: 

*Current Mailing Address: 

*Best Phone Number:
*Date of Birth:

II Major Selection











Students at OSC may opt to study as a non-degree student or apply for formal degree. Admission to doctoral study at OSC is by permission only. Please contact Dr. MacDowell if you wish to apply for doctoral work. Admission to the MFA program in shamanism requires that you submit an artistic portfolio with your application material. Please email a selection of your artwork (jpg/png/bmp for visual files; wav or mp3 for audio files; pdf, doc, rtf for written work). Pillar Seiðr program is for women only.
*Primary Major choice (if non-degree type non-degree):

Secondary Major choice (optional):

III Education












You must have completed a high school degree or been awarded your GED to attend Ocean Seminary College. If you do not have an undergraduate degree from an accredited school, you may still work towards a degree at OSC. Please provide complete information for each school attended; if you attended more than one school please list them under the appropriate headings.

High School Information

*High School Attended:

Years Attended:

Did you graduate?

Technical College/Community College

Technical College/Associates College (if applicable) Attended:

Years Attended:

Degree/Certification Awarded:

Undergraduate Information
Undergraduate College Attended:

Years Attended:

Major:

Degree Conferred:

Graduate Information

Graduate College Attended:

Years Attended:

Major:

Degree Conferred:

Formal and Information Education, if any

Please describe any formal or information religious education you have had in your life. For example, you might say “I was a life-long Catholic and attended CCD” or “I read a lot on Wicca” or “Attended a workshop with Michael Harner”, etc

For your highest level of education reached, please have transcripts emailed to Dr. MacDowell at OceanSeminary@verizon.net. If you need to have them mailed, please email her directly on how to go about doing this. If technical college or high school is your highest level of education, you do not need to submit transcripts.

IV Personal Statement











Please use the space below to write your personal statement. Take as much space as you need. Your personal statement should address the following questions: (1) who or what inspires you; (2) significant turning points in your life that brought you to this point; (3) evaluation of your strengths and challenges as a student; (4) what issues of modern life most concern you and why; (5) reasons for applying to OSC and how this fits into your personal, spiritual, and professional goals.

V Entrance Exam











Reporting GRE Scores

Year Taken:

Analytic Score:

Quantitative Score:

Writing Score:

Verbal Reasoning Section, Part I 

Directions: Please read each passage. Then move to the questions that directly follow the passage. Please SELECT the answer that most appropriately answers the question. 

Passage 1 

As a professional philosopher, my primary interest is in ecofeminism as a philosophical position. This book is an outgrowth of that interest. It is premised on the conviction that ecofeminist philosophy has enormous potential and power to generate insights and recommendations for any theory, practice, or policy that is feminist, ecofeminist, or environmental. My main goal in this book is to present and defend a particular version of ecofeminist philosophy, one that is grounded in my own Western historical experience and academic feminist perspective as a Euro American woman living in the United States. The distinctively Western philosophical perspective on ecofeminism provided in this book is just one of many possible perspectives. In this vein, I do not assume that a philosophical approach to ecofeminism is better than non-philosophical approaches (e.g., to grassroots ecofeminist organizing, or to ecofeminist art, music, literature, or spirituality). Nor do I assume that this Western perspective is a genuinely inclusive perspective--one that captures the diversity of multicultural perspectives on issues of interest to ecofeminists. I am not claiming that the perspective offered in this book is the only or the definitive or the best perspective among ecofeminist philosophical perspectives. It is simply one perspective -the perspective of someone who thinks philosophically about ecofeminism. 

1. According to the above passage, the author's primary goal for her text is:

[image: image25.png]


a. To provide an introduction on ecofeminism. 
b. To provide a historical overview of ecofeminism within the context of environmentalism. 
[image: image3.wmf]c. To provide her philosophical position of ecofeminism. 
[image: image4.wmf]d. To discussion the position of women in Western society. 


2. According the author, the field of ecofeminism may be described as:
[image: image5.wmf]a. Diverse, embracing a wide range of women and professions.
[image: image6.wmf]b. Exclusive, holding a universal position and definition.
[image: image7.wmf]c. A system of logic that only occurs in Western, Euro-American culture.
[image: image8.wmf]d. Primarily an environmental movement.


3. The author justifies her work under the premise that it will:
[image: image9.wmf]a. Be a philosophical source for feminists.
[image: image10.wmf]b. Be a philosophical source for environmentalists.
[image: image11.wmf]c. Be a philosophical source for ecofeminists.
[image: image12.wmf]d. All of the above.


Passage 2

I definitely meet some people who say you lose a lot by taking shamanism out of its cultural context. But the goal of Core shamanism is to give people a spiritual practice that they can easily adapt into their life. It's true that those things that come from being involved in a tradition that has been passed down for many years is something we can't bring through in this system. But by adapting the different healing methods to address the issues of our culture and our time, we can bridge these ancient techniques into a modern-day culture. And really, it's the people in our culture who are insecure in their own spiritual practices that make a judgment that "you're doing it wrong, and I'm doing it right because I studied this particular way." I think a lot of this attitude comes from our fear of really feeling the confidence in ourselves to have direct revelation. What I feel good about with Core shamanism is that we are giving people a way to get spiritual information for themselves. The journeying method opens up a door so that all people can have direct revelation. If somebody is telling you that you are getting direct revelation wrong, then you just started your own organized religion, which is not what shamanism is about. The whole purpose of shamanism is that there is no right or wrong. The only place where there is a right or wrong is that you never want to use these methods to hurt anybody else. They're only here to heal and to help. 

4. The author may be seen as a defining "core shamanism" as:
[image: image13.wmf]a. A traditional, indiginous path
[image: image14.wmf]b. A healing-spiritual tradition that is rigid and comprised of specific techniques.
[image: image15.wmf]c. An adaptable and personal spiritual practice .
[image: image16.wmf]d. A religion of contemporary Western Society.


5. According to the passage, the focus of core shamanism is to:
[image: image17.wmf]a. Provide techniques to address and heal the problems of contemporary life.
[image: image18.wmf]b. Provide a religious framework that modernizes indigenous worldviews.
[image: image19.wmf]c. Develop a relationship with a shamanic healer for greater clarity in one's own life.
[image: image20.wmf]d. Develop techniques to harm others.


6. The author states that our modern society lacks confidence in direct revelation, her reason for this is:
[image: image21.wmf]a. Self-doubt
[image: image22.wmf]b. Indoctrination
[image: image23.wmf]c. Lack of confidence
[image: image24.wmf]d. Fear of confidence




Analytical Writing Section, Part II 

Argument Critique Essay 

Directions: An argument is presented in the essay below. Carefully read this passage and analyze the line of reasoning in the author's argument. Be sure to consider what, if any, questionable assumptions underlie the thinking and, if evidence is cited, how well it supports the author's conclusion. You may also wish to discuss what additional evidence would have been better incorporated into the passage to better support the author's claim and any changes in logic you might make to improve the argument. This essay does not ask you to present your own views on the subject, but rather analyze and critique the structure and content of the author's logic. Your essay will be evaluated on the following criteria:

· your capacity to identify and analyze important features of the argument made by the author; 

· your organization, development, and expression of your critique of the argument; 

· your capacity to support your critique with relevant reasons and examples; 

· your use of written English language.

Essay should be at least 3 well-developed paragraphs. 
This is an pp-ed taken from a nature magazine. 

I ALMOST NEVER write about writing-in my aesthetic, the writing should disappear, the thought linger. But the longer I've spent working on global warming-the greatest challenge humans have ever faced-the more I've come to see it as essentially a literary problem. A technological and scientific challenge, yes; an economic quandary, yes; a political dilemma, surely. But centrally? A crisis in metaphor, in analogy, in understanding. We haven't come up with words big enough to communicate the magnitude of what we're doing. How do you say: the world you know today, the world you were born into, the world that has remained essentially the same for all of human civilization, that has birthed every play and poem and novel and essay, every painting and photograph, every invention and economy, every spiritual system (and every turn of phrase) is about to be . . . something so different? Somehow "global warming" barely hints at it. The same goes for any of the other locutions, including "climate chaos." And if we do come up with adequate words in one culture, they won't necessarily translate into all the other languages whose speakers must collaborate to somehow solve this problem. So in recent years I've found myself grasping, trying to strip the language down further, make it communicate more. This year I find myself playing with numbers. 

When the Northwest Passage opened amid the great Arctic melt last summer, many scientists were stunned. James Hansen, our greatest climatologist, was already at work on a paper that would try, for the first time, to assign a real number to global warming, a target that the world could aim at. No more vague plans to reduce carbon dioxide in the atmosphere, or keep it from doubling, or slow the rate of growth-he understood that there was already enough evidence from the planet's feedback systems, and from the quickly accumulating data about the paleoclimate, to draw a bright line. 

In a PowerPoint presentation he gave at the American Geophysical Union meeting in San Francisco last December, he named a number: 350 parts per million carbon dioxide. That, he said, was the absolute upper bound of anything like safety-above it and the planet would be unraveling. Is unraveling, because we're already at 385 parts per million. And so it's a daring number, a politically unwelcome one. It means, in shorthand, that this generation of people-politicians especially-can't pass the problem down to their successors. We're like patients who've been to the doctor and found out that our cholesterol is too high. We're in the danger zone. Time to cut back now, and hope that we do it fast enough so we don't have a stroke in the meantime. So that Greenland doesn't melt in the meantime and raise the ocean twenty-five feet.

For me, the number was a revelation. With a few friends I'd been trying to figure out how to launch a global grassroots climate campaign. But my friends and I were having a terrible time seeing how to frame this next effort. For one thing, the 180 or so countries that will negotiate a new international treaty over the next eighteen months are pretty much beyond the reach of effective lobbying-we can maybe influence the upcoming American election, but the one in Kenya? In Guatemala? In China? And for another, everyone insists on speaking those different languages. A Babel, this world. But a number works. And this is a good one. Arcane, yes-parts per million CO2 in the atmosphere. But at least it means the same thing in every tongue, and it even bridges the gap between English and metric. 

So the literary challenge-and the challenge for artists and musicians and everyone else-is how to take a mere number and invest it with meaning. How to make people understand that it means some kind of stability. Not immunity-we're well past that juncture, and even Hansen says the number is at best the upper bound of safety, but still. Some kind of future. Some kind of hope. That it means kids able to eat enough food, that it means snowcaps on mountains, that it means coral reefs, that it means, you know, penguins. For now 350 is absolutely inert. It means nothing, comes with no associations. But our goal is to fill it up with overtones and shades and flavors. It makes sense that we need a number, not a word. All our words come from the old world. They descend from the time before. Their associations have congealed. But the need to communicate has never been greater. We need to draw a line in the sand. Say it out loud: 350. Do everything you can.

**Please type your essay in the space below. 
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